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Letters to the Editors 





Judge Edington Offers Two Admonitions 





Words of Wisdom 
To the Editors: 

The Southern Presbyterian Church is 
faced with determining two very impor- 
tant issues: First, shall it withdraw from 
the Federal Council; Second, shall it unite 
with the Northern Presbyterian Church. 

Until the meeting of the General As- 
sembly in 1948, at which time these is- 
sues shall be voted upon, there will be 
much discussion, both in the church press, 
in the church courts and by individual ex- 
pression. There should be no motive on 
the part of anyone, minister or layman, 
but the expression of his sincere and earn- 
est conviction, hence all such expression 
should be free from bitterness, name call- 
ing or unkind accusation. Sincerity of 
purpos6 should be granted to all, as cer- 
tainly no one can have any objective ex- 
cept that which he truly feels is to the 
interest of the church. Can any Chris- 
tian afford to forget the admonitions: 
“Though I speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels and have not charity 
(Christlike attitude) I am but. . a tin- 
kling cymbal’; and “Behold how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity.” If we forget these 
we open the way for others to flourish 
on our seeds of discord. 

Must we not accord, therefore, sincer- 
ity to each of our brethren in his stand 
for or against these issues. Shall not all 
of us seek the best interest of the church, 
leaving no wounds—hard to heal—nor 
scars that may mar the glorious history 
of a church that has always sought to 
promote the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 
Mobile, Ala. D. H. EDINGTON. 


*EDITORS’ NOTE—Judge Edington and 
poss bly others are under a misappre- 
hension about the proposed Pian of Re- 
union. It is in the hands of presbyteries 
now for study and comment; further 
revision before the next Assembly is con- 
templated. But it is not specified that the 
plan shall be submitted to the 1948 As- 
sembly for action. Last year a large and 
impressive list of influential leaders of the 
church joined in suppor¢ ng the OUTLOOK 
editorial of May 13, 1946, in the following 
program: 

“1, That the Committee on Cooperation 
and Union continue to perfect the plan 
until all reasonable objections have been 
met, and until it is ready for final sub- 
mission to the church. 

“2, That this completed plan then be 
held in temporary abeyance until the 
church generally realizes that the 
time has come for its actual presentation 
and adoption. 

“3. That during this period the Commit- 
tee on Cooperation and Union seek in 
every possible way to promote understand- 
ing and fellowship between the two great 
branches of the Presbyterian family and 
suggest and promote practicable methods 
of cooperation in every area of our 
ehurch’s life. 

“4, That members of the majority group 
(favoring reunion) not disappoint those 
who hope and pray for reunion, but regard 
themselves as under mandate for the con- 
tinued promotion of the cause of reunion 
with the assurance that it will come with 
growing understanding, ” 


Dr. McCallie and Dr. Bell 
To the Editors: 

As you have used my name rather fre- 
quently recently, both in misquotation 
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and misinterpretation, I wonder 
would print a reply... . 

I did not try to pit elders against min- 
isters at the Assembly. I suspect I have 
as many ministerial friends as any elder 
in the Assembly. My pastor and I 
agree on these two matters of the Federal 
Council and Church Union, as do all the 
pastors of my city and nearly all in my 
presbytery (Knoxville) and synod (Appal- 
achia). I love our ministers and make it 
a daily habit to pray for them all. Far 
be it from me to bring a rift between the 
laity and ministry. 

I did not say “the ministers of our 
church are selling the elders down the 
river.” I said “in my part of the coun- 
try some of the elders feel that some of 
the ministers are selling our church down 
the river.” One of the most influential 
and best beloved ministers of the church 
said to me immediately afterwards: ‘“Mc- 
Callie, that is the exact truth. Some of 
our ministers are selling the church down 
the river.” ,.. 

My statement at Greenville which your 
reporter misquoted was this: “The Federal 
Council of Churches has only one doctri- 
nal statement, according to its general 
secretary, Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert: ‘The 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America is a fellowship of churches which 
confess Jesus Christ as divine Lord and 
Savior.’ That this word ‘divine’ can be 
variously interpreted by Federal Coun- 
cil leaders is clear from the statements 
of its radio voice, Dr. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, and its past presidents, Bishop 
McConnell and Bishop Oxnam, not to men- 
tion many others.” ... 

I made no mention even of premillen- 
nialism at Greenville, yet you accuse Dr. 
Nelson Bell and me of being Dispensa- 
tionalists.* Dr. Bell has already called 
your attention to the fact that we were 
members of the Assembly’s ad-interim 
committee on Dispensationalism and 
signed the committee’s report against it. 
Moreover if you will read that report you 
will see that it states it is not to be 
construed as an attack on premillennial- 
ism. 

Today we are facing a fight in the 
Christian Church primarily between evo- 
lutionism and supernaturalism. Religion 
stripped of the mystery of the superna- 
tural is worthless, a mere philosophy of 
life, self-salvation. . . . 

But getting out of the Federal Council 
does not mean failing to cooperate with 
other Christians. It is the genius of Pres- 
byterians to cooperate. We cooperate on 
the foreign field in the North American 
Conference of Foreign Missions and by 
union work in China, Portugal, and Bra- 
zil. In Home Missions there is the Home 
Missions Council of which our church is 
a member. In women’s work and in edu- 
cation and in local work with our com- 
munity enterprises we can and do co- 
operate endlessly with other denomina- 
tions, but we cannot support the Federal 
Council and have it speak for’us, when it 
utters such uncertain sounds doctrinally, 
economically, socially, racially, and politi- 
cally. Instead of its doing what we ask it 
to do for us, it binds us to do and say 
something repugnant to us. 

All will not be lost, as some of our 
brethren seem to feel, if we come out of 
the Federal Council or refuse to join the 
Northern Church. The Southern Baptists 
are doing probably the most aggressive 
Christian work being done by any denomi- 
nation in America today, and they are not 
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in the Federal Council nor are they tied 
up with their liberal northern brethren, 
Until these two matters of Federal Coun. 
cil and Union are settled right, the Pro. 
gram of Progress will have hard sledding. 
But once they are settled right, by stay. 
ing out of the Federal Council and the 
Northern church, our own beloved church 
will grow by leaps and bounds and the 
Program of Progress will be a great suc. 
cess. God grant it! 
J. P. McCALLIE, 

The McCallie School, Chattanooga, Tenn, 


To the Editors: 

In your editorial of August 25 you tell 
your readers that my theological position 
is basically like that of the Dispensation. 
alist.* 

I am not and have never been a Dispen- 
sationalist. I hope that statement is un- 
equivocally clear. Furthermore, I was 
a member of the General Assembly’s ad- 
interim committee which unanimously 
warned of the errors and dangers inherent 
in this viewpoint. You will find my name 
signed to this report to which you refer 
with approval. 


Montreat, N. C. L. NELSON BELL. 

*EDITORS’ NOTE—We did not accuse 
Dr. Bell or Dr. McCallie of being Dispen- 
sationalists. We said of Dr. McCallies 
position on the Second Coming of Christ 
and the view it involves concerning the 
world—“this particular pofnt is under. 
stood to be basically like that of the Dis. 
pensationalists.” Of Dr. Bell we said 
“These two laymen hold similar views in 
theology.” 

If this is not an adequate clarification 
we shall be glad to publish a full state- 
ment by Dr. McCallie showing the points 
of difference between his position on the 
Second Coming of Christ and the view it 
involves of the world, and the views of 
Dispensatbonalists on the same topic. 

Dr, McCallie’s reference to cooperation 
in the Foreign Missions Conference of 
North America must be understood in the 
light of the fact that this is merely a 
conference—it has provided no actual co- 
operation on the mission field. One definite 
effort that has been made to see the FMC 
of NA develop into more than a mere con- 
ference was vetoed by Dr. McCallie and 
others in a report to our General Assem- 
bly several years ago—while the plan was 
still in the study stage and long before 
it was submitted to committees or denomi- 
nations for official action. These other 
councils referred to are like the missions 
council, Implications to be drawn from 
Dr. MecCallie’s mention of our united work 
with Presbyterians, USA, in China, Por- 
tugal, Brazil—and on every major field— 
would seem to indicate that one supposed 
barrier to Presbyterian reunion is not & 
barrier at all. We can unite; we unite 
now. 


His suggestions about the Federal Coun- 


cil’s speaking for the church and bind- 
ing “us to do or say something repug- 
nant to us” reveals an unfamiliarity with 
the Council’s Constitution and its actions. 
It cannot bind the churches. It can speak 
for them only when they want it so te 
speak. The Constitution is spec fic at this 
point. It should not be overlooked that 
it is a “federal” council. 

Dr. MecCallie’s reference to hard sledding 
for the Program of Progress and the op- 
portunities it holds for the advancement 
of the church contains unworthy sugge* 
tions to those who will support this far- 
reaching program. Are men actually 
threatening, “You do what we say about 
this or we w'll wreck the whole program 
of our great church”? If they are, then 
our concern is a more fundamental one 
that we have yet recognized. 


d as second class matter, June 15,1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., 
y on Monday by Presbyterian of theSouth, Inc., Room 307, 403 East Franklip 
Foreignpostage $1 extra. 





Corre 


Me: 
looke 
list 01 
the to 
to be! 
the st 
amon; 
is tin 
situat 
the a 
for th 
their 
from 
endor 
accep 
than 
098,5 

Th 
Ham] 
with 
time 
me 3 
raise 
ber 3 

Sp 
Wilbt 
ham, 
blies, 
LeCr: 
Brigt 
Buck 
the ¢ 
firma 

Co 
the r 
prese 
for a 
synoc 
an at 
corre 
and 
M. N 
hame 
Anot 
the ¢ 
cond 
two | 
more 
their 
provi 
the } 
ology 
Perio 
hitte 


r tled 
-hren, 
Soun- 

Pro. 
ding, 
Stay- 
1 the 
hurch 
i the 
, Suc- 


IE, 
Tenn, 


u tell 
sition 
ttion- 


spen- 
S un- 


Ss ad- 
ously 
erent 
name 
refer 


LL. 


ccuse 
spen- 
allie’s 
Shrist 
e the 
inder- 
> Dis. 


we in 


cation 
state- 
points 
mn the 
ew it 
we of 


ration 
ce of 
im the 
ely a 
al co- 
pfinite 
_ FMC 
» con- 
e and 
ssem- 
m was 
before 
nomi. 
other 
ssions 


work 
, Por- 
fleld— 
posed 
not 4 
unite 


Coun- 


bind- 
repug- 
y with 
ctions. 
speak 
so te 
at this 
i that 


-dding 
he op- 
ement 
asees- 
is far- 
tually 
about 
ogram 
» then 
al one 


Va., 
lip 





The Presbyterian Outlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


Established 1819 


NEW IN SPIRIT 








Volume 129. No. 37. September 15, 1947 


403 East Franklin St, Richmond 19, Virginia 





Virginia Synod in 
Bold Forward Step 
Ups Giving Standard 


New Measures Are Taken to 
Correlate and Enliven Program 


Members of the Synod of Virginia 
looked at their place as 15th on the 
list of the 17 synods of the church in 
the total gifts of members (14 in giving 
to benevolences) and decided that since 
the state’s per capita income ranks third 
among Southern Presbyterian states, it 
is time to do something about such a 
situation. Then they adopted in full 
the askings of the General Assembly 
for the first time in 23 years and upped 
their benevolence quota for next year 
from $350,000 to $511,243. The synod 
endorsed the Program of Progress and 
accepted at its five-year quota more 
than one-seventh of the total, or $1,- 
098,546. 

The campaign for $500,000 for 
Hampden-Sydney College has lagged, 
with more than $100,000 yet due; the 
time limit was extended to December 
31, 1948. Mary Baldwin’s’ effort to 
raise $50,000 was extended to Decem- 
ber 31, 1947. 

Speakers at the meeting included 
Wilbur LaRoe, Jr., and J. R. Cunning- 
ham, moderators of the General Assem- 
blies, US and USA (see column 3); Roy 


LeCraw, R. P. Richardson, and John 
Bright (devotional periods). Paul K. 
Buckles, retiring moderator, preached 


the opening sermon on ‘‘A Great Af- 
firmation.”’ 

Considerable interest was created in 
the report of an ad interim committee 
presented by John H. Grey, Jr., calling 
for a revision of certain procedures of 
synod meetings and for the erection of 
an advisory council of 24 members to 
correlate the total program and to plan 
and supervise a general strategy. J. 
M. McBryde, Ft. Defiance pastor, was 
named as first chairman of this council. 
Another part of the report called for 
the appointment of four committees to 
conduct serious studies during the next 
two years. On these committees 25 or 
more ministers and laymen will pool 


. their wisdom and their experience to 


Provide studies in: ‘“‘The Church and 
the Home,” and ‘“‘The Church and The- 
ology” to be reported in two hour 
Periods each at the next synod; com- 
Mittees on “The Church and Evangel- 





TEXAS-MEXICAN VOTES FOR 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 


Third presbytery among the 87 to 
express itself on Southern Presbyte- 
rian affiliation with the Federal 
Council of Churches was Texas-Mexi- 
ean. It did so, overwhelmingly ap- 
proving, 23 to 1, with only two ab- 
sent. Earlier votes showed Conga- 
ree opposed, 17-8; Transylvania for, 
(approximately) 20-1. Some presby- 
teries are expected to take action on 
this subject at fall meetings, though 
it is generally thought that most of 
them will wait until a later time— 
either at special meetings or at mid- 
winter or spring meetings. 











ism” and ‘‘The Church and Our Prot- 
estant Heritage,” will report in similar 
periods two years from now. Chairman 
of the committees, in order, are: Paul 
K. Buckles, Thos. H. Grafton, J. K. 
Roberts, and E. T. Thompson. 

N. B. Ethridge, elder in the Lafayette 
church, Norfolk, and an active leader 
in home missions activity, was synod’s 
moderator. Jos. A. McMurray resigned 
as synod’s stated clerk after 27 years’ 
service and was replaced by Thos. W. 
Hooper, Culpeper, Va., who has been 
permanent clerk for the same period. 
P. G. Cosby, ILI, Laurel, Va., is the new 
permanent clerk. 

In connection with the home missions 
report, the synod appointed an ad in- 
terim committee to study the advisabil- 
ity of employing an executive secretary 
of synod, report to be made next year. 


Complaint Denied 


The complaint of James E. Moore, 
Baltimore minister, against Potomac 
Presbytery, concerning what he charged 
was improper action on the part of the 
presbytery in receiving certain minis- 
ters, was referred to a special judicial 
commission. This commission brought 
in a unanimous report which synod ap- 
proved unanimously, sustaining the 
presbytery and declaring its judgment 
that the presbytery has final jurisdiction 
as to whom it will admit to its mem- 
bership. 

One action which was considered of 
particular significance was the unani- 
mous instruction given to the trustees 
of Massanetta Springs to investigate the 
possibility of enlisting the support of 
nearby presbyteries and synods of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, looking to- 

(See Virginia Synod, page 9.) 


US, USA Moderators 
Share Platform in 
Address at Synod 


Cunningham and LaRoe Bring 


High Moment to Virginia Meeting 


High point of the 1947 meeting of 
the Synod of Virginia at Union Semi- 
nary was the hour shared by the mod- 
erators of the Presbyterian General As- 
semblies, US and USA. Members ex- 
pressed genuine enthusiasm for the ap- 
pearance of Wilbur LaRoe, Jr., Wash- 
ington attorney, and President John R. 
Cunningham, Davidson College presi- 
dent, and for their remarks before the 
synod. 

Dr. Cunningham spoke on ‘“‘The State 
of the Church,” outlining several rea- 
sons for encouragement. Then he spoke 
on other tendencies which are not en- 
couraging. In the face of a disunity 
which, he said, is making itself felt 
throughout the church, ‘As a _ true 
church, we should manifest our creden- 
tials.” He expressed his concern lest 
the heat engendered in present discus- 
sions shall obscure the light. It was 
less than encouraging, he said, to ob- 
serve that the high point of interest 
in the last General Assembly was with 
regard to the relations of the church 
to other churches. This phenomenon, 
he observed, occurs in a postwar pe- 
riod; it comes at a time when there is 
over the world a more unified and more 
ecumenical movement; the issue has not 
manifested itself “in our theological 
seminaries, or our church collegés, or 
among our women, or among the great 
body of our pastors, or among our 
young people’; “it does not greatly 
trouble our sister denominations.” 


Offers Services 


Then he asked, “Isn’t there some- 
thing we can do before we have sown 
down our church in prejudice and dis- 
trust? If as your moderator I 
could be used to concert some measures 
of mutual understanding and goodwill, 
and thus open the way for a hearty em- 
phasis upon the spiritual progress of 
our church, I should feel deeply grati- 
fied.” 

He concluded his remarks by calling 
his hearers to a renewed dedication to 
the spiritual life of the church. 

In his introductory statement, recog- 
nizing Mr. LaRoe, Dr. Cunningham sug- 








4 


gested that the only happier occasion 
he could imagine would be one on which 
there would be the necessity of having 
not two moderators—but one. 


“Already One” 


Mr. LaRoe, in his address which will 
be published in full in these columns, 
spoke on “We Are Already One,’’ for, 
he said, ‘‘We are already one in our 
faith, our prayers, our hopes, and our 
fears. If we are separated it is on the 
level merely of organization or form, 
and not on the spiritual or theological 
level. Our problem would be a serious 
one if we had different Gods, or if 
we had different Saviors, or if we had 
different church goals. But we wor- 
ship the same God, we owe allegiance 
to the same Christ, and we strive earn- 
estly for precisely the same goals. In 
the basic therefore, unity al- 
ready exists. much better it is, 
after all, to that spiritual unity 


things, 
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with a divided organization than to 
have a unified organization with spirit- 
ual disunity. 

“It seems to follow almost as a 
mathematical corollary that where the 
spiritual and theological oneness exists, 
a unified organization should automati- 
cally fcllow. That it has not automati- 
cally followed suggests that there is 
something wrong with our human plan- 
ning. I thank God that it is a mere 
engineering problem, because engineer- 
ing errors, even if serious, can be cor- 
rected by intelligent effort. 


Powerful Forces Seek to Destroy 


“The challenges that are being hurled 
at the church from every direction these 
days are such that if we do not hang. 
together, we may hang separately. I 
have only to mention the challenges of 
totalitarianism, militarism, atheism, 
moral let-down, broken homes, gamb- 
ling, liquor, cheap and dirty politics, 





On the Separation of Church and State 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





RECENT COLUMN of 

the Supreme Court decision per- 

mitting parochial school chil- 
dren to use public school buses, has 
produced the corre- 
spondence I have ever received. Opin- 
ions were about evenly divided between 
those who criticized and those who sup- 
ported the taken. The cor- 
respondence various questions 
which might well deserve further con- 
sideration. 

On the purely constitutional question, 
it is worth remembering that the First 
Amendment to the Constitution, upon 
the interpretation of which this whole 
issue hangs legally, simply declares: 
“Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion or prohibit- 
ing the free exercise thereof.” 

While this usually de- 
scribed as providing for the ‘‘separa- 
tion of church and state,”’ it certainly 
does pot contemplate as rigorous a sepa- 
ration 
separation declare. 

It prohibits primarily, what all of our 
constitutional fathers hated: An estab- 
lished church and the suppression of re- 
ligious beliefs not in conformity with 
it. It does not necessarily prohibit the 
state’s support of religious institutions, 
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as some modern proponents of 


if it were possible to give all equal 
support. 
On the whole it is neither possible 


nor wise to give such support. America 
is too heterogeneous to make such a 
policy feasible. But this brings us im- 
mediately upon the ground, not of law, 
but of policy. 

It is the business of the Supreme 
Court to interpret the law; but it is the 
right of every citizen to have opinions 
on policies within the limit of the law. 


The question Protestants must consider 


is whether it is really wise to insist 
upon the strictest possible interpreta- 
tion of separation of church and state, 
since the consequence of strict separa- 
tion means a further secularization of 
a whole national culture. 

Roger Williams, who believed on 
Christian grounds that the state should 
give religion no support, also believed 
that religion was purely an individual 
matter. For all his greatness, he was 
oblivious to the social content and char- 
acter of religion. 

If we express ourselves collectively 
as well as individually in our religious 
life, and express ourselves religiously in 
our social and political life, it follows 
that no absolute lines can be drawn. 

My Protestant correspondents have 
based their primary argument on the 
“camel’s nose” theory. They do not 
want to grant the right to parochial 
school children to ride in public school 
buses because they are certain that this 
grant of right will merely lead to fresh 
demands for further extensions of aid 
to parochial schools. 

I think that our Catholic friends are 
largely to blame for this extremely sus- 
picious attitude. They have never given 
any evidence of whole-hearted support 
of our public school system, which is 
a cornerstone of our democracy. 

We cannot afford, as the most plu- 
ralistic nation ethnically and culturally, 
to grant rights to special groups which 
would finally undermine the _ public 
school.system. There is therefore some- 
thing to the ‘‘camel’s nose” theory. But 
I do not like the theory too well. I 
am quite willing to tell the camel that 
he can put his nose into my tent, but 
that I won't have more than the nose. 

(Copyright, 1947, by RNS.) 
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and various other threats so seriou; 
that they could break down our socia] 
order and destroy our culture. The 
Presbyterian Church, US, and the Pres. 
byterian Church, USA, are not threat. 
ening to destroy each other, but there 
are strong and powerful forces in the 
world that are aiming to destroy both 
of us. ._ 

“TJ wish I had the oratorical power to 
make you understand the grave char. 
acter of the emergency confronting us, 
It is a time when every Christian must 
gird his loins for battle. I am tremen- 
dously disturbed by the complacency of 
laymen and by nice literary sermons 
that are preached without fervor or pas. 
sion. 

“T suppose that I might be expected 
to make here today a strong plea for 
organic union. [I am not going to do it. 
Instead I am submitting to you the ar. 
gument that we are already united and 
that we must continue to be united if 
our culture is to be preserved, if the 
dignity of man is to be respected, if 
freedom is to be safeguarded. . . .” 


Blast Truman-Pope Exchange 


Rome. (RNS)—Charges that the re- 
cent exchange of letters between Presi- 
dent Truman and Pope Pius XII ‘“‘vio- 
lates our cherished American doctrine 
of separating Church and State’ were 
made here by spokesmen for a group of 
American Baptists touring Europe. 

A statement issued asserted that the 
exchange of letters implies that the 
United States gévernment is ‘‘an ally of 
clerical totalitarianism.” 


RADIO 








RUSSELL C. STROUP 


Pastor of the Lynchburg, Va., First 
church, Dr. Stroup will preach on the 
Presbyterian Hour, Sunday, September 
21, 8:30 A. M. (EST). His sermon sub- 
ject is ‘“‘What the Bible Teaches About 
Freedom.” On September 28 the 
preacher will be William FE. Phifer, 
Westminster church, Nashville, Tenn. 
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@ 4 Mexican Presbyterian leader looks at the questions of reunion, 
race prejudice, doctrinal othodoxy, and the giving of money 


A House Divided Will Not Stand 


VHE MATTER OF UNION with the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, from which our fathers separated long 
ago, creating a division which has been giving us 

much to do, apart from creating ill feelings and misun-. 
derstandings in our Presbyterian Church, US, is coming 
to a head. Sooner mE HOTEET] 
or later, perhaps 
sooner, the 
church will have 
to face the facts, 
instead of cir- 
cumventing 
them, as it has 
done up to this 
moment, and we 
shall know 
whether we shall 
be known as one 
great body, or 
simply as a house 
divided. Mean- 
while, we of the 
‘*mitnovity** 
groups (Mexi- 
cans, Negroes, 
Indians) have 
had little to say. 
The great busi- 








Mr. deLugo 
ness of church union has been led and directed, both for 
and against, by the ‘‘native Americans who make up the 


church.” As things stand then, we who may be native 
but not Americans, if by that it is to be understood that 
our rights in social, as well as religious and civic mat- 
ters are to be recognized and our use of them allowed, 
we, I said, would like to put in a word to the effect of 
advising both factions of our great Southern ‘‘Division,” 
which our church is, in spite of all arguments to the con- 
trary. : 

My personal opinion is that most of our “minority”’ 
membership would be for union, if that union were not 
to create a rift in the church, and, perhaps, even if it 
would so result. But my main interest in the matter is 
the aggrandizement of the church. So naturally I feel that 
I would caution our people. As to our merits: 


Racial Prejudice on ‘Biblical’? Grounds 


I have been reading very interesting comments on both 
sides of the question. We claim to be very orthodox, 
but defend racial prejudices so ingrained in our being that 
we believe them to be biblical—yes, we use ‘‘Bible’”’ to 
prove we have a good authority. I could have laughed at 
some of the quotations from the Holy Bible, used to sus- 
tain a point, were it not so tragic. We, then, do believe 
to have the best, to the detriment of the others. That is 
nothing new. It has always been so. We do like to flat- 
ter ourselves and to have others flatter us. Flattery does 
go to our heads, like wine to the head of the drunkard. 
By flattery, the vices of our friends, as well as our own, 
are turned into virtues. We cannot conceive of our doing 
wrong, in spite of the many not-too-clean tricks we may 
use to gain our point. This is folly of the worse nature, 
like the father claiming his daughter a beauty in spite of 
her cross-eyed look. What is it? Are we so crossed- 
eyed that we cannot see our own faults? Because, after 
all, our opponents are not a bit worse than we are, unless 

*Mr. deLugo is pastor of the Mexican Presbyterian 
Church, Taft, Texas, and a teacher in the Presbyterian 
School for Mexican Girls, also at Taft. 
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we claim exception for the whole US Church. 

We are tired of those whose claims to orthodoxy do 
not stop day and night, but who would deny, on false racial 
premises which can be sustained neither by science nor by 
the Word of God, the rights of any man, to a rightful 
and decent place in society. ‘‘Faith, if it have not works, 
is dead in itself.”’ (Jas. 2:17.) 

In James’ times, it was a great sin to seat an under- 
privileged person in an honorable place. Today our sin 
is greater—we exclude them from our assemblies alto- 
gether on grounds other than God’s Word. *It is not a merit 
to our favor that we do love our neighbors as ourselves, but 
rather a demerit, because an over-all picture shows we do 
not. “By their fruits ye shall know them,”’ says the Lord, 
and I speak as one who has been on the receiving end. 

Racial prejudice then is the bane of our church. And 
as long as it exists in our official as well as in other cir- 
cles of our church, we shall not receive the true bless- 
ings of our Lord. It was with shame that I heard the de- 
bates relating to the work among a racial ‘‘minority’ in 
our church, and I still blush when I think of it. And to 
think that that happened in our highest church tribunal! 
What can be expected when our lower tribunals meet, 
with their deep seated prejudices? Simple people are hurt, 
discouraged, their soul’s growth stunted, because of bois- 
terous, irresponsible remarks and deeds of seeming follow- 
ers of the lowly Nazarene, who would not deem himself 
above drinking water from the same vessel that a sin- 
ning woman would use; who would send Peter, who had 
our same racial prejudice ingrained in his soul, to seek 
a Gentile family, on the same level. Later, this same 
Peter would feign reserve in his treatment of other ‘‘in- 
ferior’’ Gentiles, being rebuked by another Jew, but more 
than a Jew, a Christian, for so doing. (Acts 10 and Gal. 
2:11). Racially speaking then, we are a hundred per cent 
in debt. May the Lord NOT OVERLOOK IT. 


Our Gifts Are Larger! 


We also claim it as a merit, that we do give more than 
the Northern Church, per capita. (Probably as compensa- 
tion for our other failures.) That is very good. But what 
follows from that is not good. We claim that, because 
our church gives more money per capita, we should not 
unite with the Northern Church. More foolish argument 
than that, I simply have never heard. If we base our 
arguments for dis-union on material things as that, it 
might be thought that money, to us the Southern peoples, 
is of more import than spiritual matters, when everybody 
knows that not us but the Northerners are the money 
grabbers of this nation and the most materialistic minded 
people of the world. We base all our actions on spiritual 
foundations. That is why we have the lowest rate of 
salaries of the whole country, because we do not care 
much for money! And then comes a man who has gained 
the attention of the church by his advice on tithing, bas- 
ing his arguments on monetary claims. Well, this may 
be a little sarcastic (not by mistake) but the Bible would 
not consider it so. 

Let us take a look: Once there was a poor widow, who 
had no more than one-third of a penny, but she loved the 
church and wanted to help it. Well, she gave that third 
of a penny. Nobody paid attention to her, after all there 
were many well-dressed, rich people of great prominence 
in town and other places who were giving great amounts of 
money for the church. But there was also a SILENT 
WATCHER AT THE TEMPLE, WHO, seeing all these 
things, called his disciples to him and taught them some- 
thing that may have sounded heretical to the people of 
his day, and which we are supposed to take into considera- 
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tion whenever we talk about giving money. He said, 
“Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast 
more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: 
FOR ALL THEY DID CAST IN OF THEIR ABUNDANCE, 
BUT SHE OF HER WANT DID CAST IN ALL THAT SHE 
HAD, EVEN ALL HER LIVING.” (Mark 12:43, 44.) 
Now, I do not mean to say that all our people have 
given whatever they did not need, but I do say that giving, 
to a Christian, is no reason to boast, if we do really be- 
lieve what the Lord said: “Verily I say unto you, There 
is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, 
or wife, or children, for the Kingdom of God’s sake, who 
shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and 
in the world to come, life everlasting.’’ (Luke 18:29, 30.) 
Also the Lord said, regarding those who give without hope 
of being repaid, ‘‘And thou shalt be blessed; for they can- 
not recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at 
the resurrection of the just.’”” (Luke 14:14). And also 
said the Lord, “Therefore when thou doest alms, do not 
sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory 
of men, Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 
But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know 
what thy right hand doeth.’”’ (Mat. 6:2, 3.) We not only 
boast, we do let the whole world know it by stretching 
across the pages of our “religious’’ papers mathematical 
ropes. Certainly, we ought to consider so doing our re- 
ward! If giving more money than any other religious body 
is a sign of more consecration, let us flock to the Catho- 


Putting Words Under 


By FRANK H. 


OON AFTER Maury Maverick went from Texas to 

Congress he exploded. The cause of the explosion 

was the high-sounding, sixty-four dollar words, the 
involved sentences, and the unnecessary repetitions used by 
Washington bureaucrats in government documents to ob- 
secure meaning. Through Reader's Digest the explosion was 
heard all over the world. Business men subject to regu- 
lations of OPA and the other fifty-seven varieties of govern- 
ment control shouted ‘‘Hurrah!’’ Educators who had kept 
out of the madhouse while wading through the directives 
and amendments of Selective Service gave three cheers. 
Income tax payers who had regained sanity since the last 
March joined in the “Hallelujah Chorus.” 

Congressman Maverick’s explosion was really a sermon 
on the text: “Except ye utter by the tongue words easy to 
be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? For 
ye shall speak into the air.’”’ (I Cor. 14:9.) The sermon 
might have been aimed at preachers, except that they are 
so notoriously allergic to sermons when they are on the 
receiving end! 

One of many examples of wordiness cited by Maverick 
was the following: 

“‘Whereas national defense requirements have created a 
shortage of corundum (as hereafter defined) for the com- 
bined needs of defense and private account, and the supply 
of corundum now is and will be insufficient for defense 
and essential civilian requirements, unless the supply of 
corundum is conserved and its use in certain products 
manufactured for civilian use is curtailed; and it is neces- 
sary in the public interest and to promote the defense of the 
United States, to conserve the supply and direct the distri- 
bution and use thereof. Now, therefore, it is hereby or- 
dered that .. .”7 


Mr. Maverick suggests that this might have been writ- 
ten: 


“National defense requirements have created a shortage 
of corundum. This order is necessary to conserve the sup- 


*President of the Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary and a member of the General Assembly’s Perma- 
nent Committee on Cooperation and Union. 
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lic Church. 
they give. 


Ours will never even measure half of what 


Meanwhile, Our Enemies Laugh 


And so I could keep on indefinitely. But my message 
has to do simply with bringing our people back to their 
senses. We are being held in ridicule by our enemies, 
“Five hundred different Protestant sects,’’ say the Catho- 
lies, ‘‘dot our land, each at divergence one with the other.” 
Why, not even Presbyterians can agree! Meanwhile 60 
or more millions are dying without Christ, right in our 
own country. Can we say that we have done all we can? 
We have hardly any money at all for the education of 
our ministry. Meanwhile the Romans jeer at us, calling 
us “illiterate ministry’’ (Faith of Millions, O’Brien). We 
put up a big fight when a certain minority demands a place 
for its orphans among Anglo orphans, while the Romans 
have them all together, and thriving. We would not call 
a ‘‘Mexican”’ or Negro minister to a ‘‘white’’ church, while 
the Roman priests minister to all alike, with an infinitesi- 
mal exception in special cases. We build fire-traps for our 
(home) missions while our missionaries sacrifice them- 
selves building something which honors their church. So 
what claim have we? True doctrine? Let us live,it then 
and perhaps the Lord may have pity on us and save us 
from our folly. 


Whatever our wise brethren do, keep in mind: A HOUSE 


DIVIDED, WILL NOT STAND. 


the Lordship of Christ 


ply for war and civilian uses, and . . .”f 

If Mr. Maverick were to read some passages in the Book 
of Church Order of the Presbyterian Church, US, he might 
explode twice! For we preachers love sixty-four dollar 
words and high-sounding phrases almost as much as law- 
yers love a string of ‘‘whereases’”’ and ‘“‘hereinbefores.”” We 


take to involved sentences as readily as a sailor resorts 
to profanity. And we do not always keep to the point. 


If we are really in earnest about bringing all things un- 
der the Lordship of Christ, we might consider the field of 
words and ideas—which are our “stock in trade.” 


3 
For example, take a look at our Book of Church Order, 
Ch. Hi, Par. $: 


“JESUS CHRIST, upon whose shoulders the government 
is, whose name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty 
God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace; of the 
increase of whuse government and peace there shall be no 
end; who sits upon the throne of David, and upon his king- 
dom to order it and to establish it with judgment and with 
justice from henceforth, even for ever; having all power 
given unto him in heaven and in earth by the Father, who 


raised him from the dead, and set him on his own right - 


hand, far above all principality, and power, and might, 
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but also in that which is to come, and hath 
put all things under his feet, and gave him to be THE 
HEAD OVER ALL THINGS TO THE CHURCH, which is 
his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all; he, being 
ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things, RECEIVED GIFTS FOR HIS CHURCH, AND GAVE 
ALL OFFICERS NECESSARY FOR THE EDIFICATION 
OF HIS CHURCH AND THE PERFECTING OF HIS 
SAINTS.” 


The essence of this paragraph has been printed here in 
capitals. This is the part which means something as church 
polity. The rest is sound theology, and for the most part, 
it is literal Scripture. Therefore, it belongs somewhere in 


tjNew York Times Magazine, May 21, 1944. 
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the standards of the Presbyterian Church. But it belongs 
at the right place, which is in the Confession of Faith, our 
chief theological standard, subordinate to the Scriptures. 
And there it is to be found—if not all the words of it 
scrambled with so many commas and semicolons, certainly 
all the significant theology of it. (See Confession of Faith, 
Ch. VIII: Ch. XXV. Par. I, Ti, TH, Vi; Ch. ZAR, Par. 1.) 

Of course, it is not the most serious fault conceivable 
just to repeat unnecessarily in the governmental standard 
of the church what has already been said in a theological 
standard, if there is point in the repetition. But in this 
case, the effect is to obscure the relevant point of polity! 
A complicated sentence of 192 words, 25 commas, and 4 
semicolons, has been used to say what can be said, without 
equivocation and with dignity and clarity, in no more than 
61 words. Without trying to ‘‘gild the lily’? with ‘‘all prin- 
cipality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but also in 
that which is to come,’’ the corresponding passage in the 
Plan of Union is: 


“1. Jesus Christ, having all power given unto him in 
heaven and in earth by the Father, is the Head over all 
things to the Church, which is his body. 

“2. He rules the church through his Word and Spirit 
and by the ministry of men: thus mediately exercising 
his own authority, and enforcing his own laws unto the 
establishment of his kingdom.” 


When an unknown person in an obscure position is to be 
introduced, it may be justifiable to boost him with a few 
fat, purple adjectives. But dignity, good taste, and an 
instinct for the fitness of things was shown a few years 
ago by that person who made the classic introduction: 
“Ladies and gentlemen: the President of the United States.” 


3. 

In the same Chapter II of the U. S. Book of Church Order 
is another paragraph (No. 10) the language of which seems 
capable of being brought more completely under the Lord- 
ship of Christ: 


“Christ, as King, has given to his Church, officers, ora- 
eles, and ordinances; and especially has he ordained therein 
his system of doctrine, government, discipline, and wor- 
ship; all which are either expressly set down in Scripture, 
or by good and necessary inference may be deduced there- 
from; and to which things he commands that nothing be 
added, and that from them naught be taken away.” 


The objection to this paragraph is not wordiness, or 
unnecessary repetition. Christians of other denominations 
might well be inclined to say that it is arrogant and in- 
sulting. But let us be very conservative and restrained and 
just admit that it is a bit ambiguous, or misleading, or 
that it takes in rather much territory. 

Take just the question of officers alone, and note the 
implications of the statement quoted above. Methodists 
have stewards as local church officers. But to a Presby- 
terian, stewards are not officers at all; every Christian is, 
or should be, a steward. How can Methodists be so dumb, 
or so disobedient, when such matters are “either expressly 
set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary inference 
may be deduced therefrom’’? 

Again, Baptists have deacons as the only officers who 
participate in local church government, beside the min- 
ister; and in the Baptist Church all elders are ministers of 
the Word. In the Methodist Church, and others, all dea- 
cons and all elders are Ministers of the Word. But in 
the Presbyterian Church, deacons are ordained laymen (if 
that is not a contradiction in terms), but they are sub- 
ject to the governing powers of the Session, which in turn 
is composed of two species of elders: (1) Ruling elders, 
who are ordained laymen, and (2) Teaching elders, who 
are ordained Ministers of the Word. How can both the 
Baptists and the Methodists be so dumb or disobedient 
when such matters are “either expressly set down... or 
by good and necessary inference may be deduced there- 
from’’? 

Also, Lutherans, Episcopalians, Methodists, and others, 
have bishops, who are ordained ministers of the Word set 
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apart to perform various special functions of the ministry. 
But Presbyterians know that all ministers are equally 
bishops, and some have even contended that ruling elders 
also are bishops! (Of course, there really should not be 
any contention among Presbyterians about such matters, be- 
cause our Book of Church Order says of officers that they 
are ‘‘either expressly set down . . or by good and neces- 
sary inference . . .”) The real question is: How can 
Lutherans and Episcopalians join the Methodists and Bap- 
tists in being either dumb or disobedient about bishops, 
elders, and deacons? 

It is not the contention of this article that Par. 10 is 
really intended to imply that we Southern Presbyterians 
Officially believe that our fellow-Christians of other denomi- 
nations are either dumb or disobedient about things ‘“‘‘ex- 
pressly set down” in Scripture, or deduced by ‘‘good and 
necessary inference.’”’. We would not intentionally imply 
that for several reasons. 

(1) We are Southerners, and have a certain reputation 
for “Southern chivalry” to live up to. We might say things 
like that orally when we were being ecclesiastically play- 
ful in a debate on the Federal Council of Churches! But 
we wouldn’t expect anybody to put officially in a Book of 
Church Order a statement which might seem so needlessly 
to offend members of other evangelical bodies. 

(2) Even if there were no tradition of ‘“‘Southern chiv- 
alry’’ to constrain us, we would want to live up to at least 
the minimum requirements of high-minded pagan cour- 
tesy—not to mention Christian charity. 

(3) We wouldn’t want to out-do the Roman Catholics 
in making claims for our church. Yet even the Catholic 
does not claim that all his officers, oracles, ordinances, etc., 
are “either expressly set down . .”’ or deduced “by good 
and necessary inference.’”” He candidly admits that some 
come from tradition, which he regards as authoritative 
along with Scripture. 

(4) Southern Presbyterians do not shrink from the pos- 
sibility of being original. In fact, with respect to being 
out to step with other Presbyterian and Reformed bodies, 
we are sometimes as unperturbed in our pride as was 
the fond mother who observed that everybody in the Army 
was out of step except her Johnny. Still, we would want 
to show proper respect for the judgments of the West- 
minster Divines. And those revered gentlemen asserted 
quite frankly: ‘“‘All things in Scripture are not alike plain 
in themselves, nor alike ciear unto all . . .” (Conf. of 
Faith, Ch. I, Par. VII) “Unto this catholic, visible church, 
Christ hath given the ministry, oracles, and ordinances 
of God, for the gathering and perfecting of the saints . 
and doth make them effectual thereunto.” “And 
particular churches . . are more or less pure . The 
purest churches under heaven are subject both to mixture 
anderror. . .”’ (Conf. of Faith, Ch. XXV, Par. III, IV, V.) 

Surely it is more in harmony with these humble and re- 
strained tenets of our Presbyterian faith to incorporate in 
the Book of Church Order of the Plan of Union, as the 
relevant portion of Chapter II, the brief, plain, and un- 
equivocal statements: 


“3. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Head of the Church, 


and hath given it the ministry, oracles and ordinances of 
God. 


“4. Since his ascension to heaven he is present with the 
Church by his Word and Spirit.’’ 


“Except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be under- 
stood, how shall it be known what is spoken? For ye 
shall speak into the air.’ Whether or not the Plan of 
Union is approved in the near future, it might be appro- 
priate for the Presbyterian Church, US, to consider bring- 
ing some of the language of its Book of Church Order more 
fully under the Lordship of Christ. It is well to claim 
for Presbyterian polity as much Scriptural authority as is 
valid in the light of sound principles of exegesis, but surely 
it is neither necessary nor desirable to make claims so 
broad in scope as to seem to imply that Christians holding 
other forms of church government are either incapable of 
interpreting Scripture or unwilling to heed its command- 
ments. 
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EDITORIAL 





Discussion in the Presbyteries 


Presbyteries this fall will be con- 
fronted by two issues sent to them by 
the 1947 General Assembly, either one 
of which could easily consume a day 
in discussion, These questions of our 
continued membership in the Federal 
Council of Churches and the entire Plan 
of Presbyterian Reunion, with the re- 
lated church property amendment, are 
far-reaching in importance and in most 
presbyteries will be “thoroughly dis- 
cussed, It would be easy to have these 
matters fill the schedule of the fall 
meetings. In view of that, some presby- 
teries have adopted what seems to be 
a sound policy: At their summer meet- 
ings they appointed (and some at the 
fall meetings no doubt will appoint) one 
or two committees to consider one or 
both questions. Then, at a later meet- 
ing, either called especially for the pur- 
pose of discussing these particular ques- 
tions, or at regular mid-winter 9 spring 
meetings, committees will report their 
findings and offer recommendations in 
the light of those findings. They will 
have the opportunity of considering pro 
and con whatever objections may have 
been in the minds of advocates of either 
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or all positions and they will give ample 
time for every man in the presbytery to 
become reasonably well acquainted with 
the claims of all parties. No one, it 
would seem, could object to such pro- 
cedure as that. 

In a recent article in The Christian 
Observer, Dr. Walter L. Lingle sug- 
gested something like this when he 
wrote: 


“It would be a fine thing if every 
presbytery could appoint a fact-finding 
committee on each of these controversial 
subjects, with the understanding that 
the committee would make no recom- 
mendations. The function of the com- 
mittee would be simply to find the facts 
from first-hand sources, [| think I know 
some of the facts, but I do not know all 
of them by a long way. I would wel- 
come a fact-finding committee in my 
presbytery. ... If instead of making up 
our minds unalterably a year or two 
ahead, our presbyteries would in this 
or some other way, seek for truth and 
light on these controversial subjects, 
and at the same time seek for the guid- 
ance of the Spirit, we might hope to dis- 
cover the will of God. We might also 
receive such a spiritual blessing as we 
had not dreamed of. ‘The fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
and self-control.” 


A Synod Launches Out 


Among a number of important steps 
taken by the Synod of Virginia in- its 
1947 meeting attention should be called 
to a few items which are out of the or- 
dinary. (News story on pages 3-4.) 


One was the acceptance of the total 
askings for benevolences sent down by 
the General Assembly for the first time 
in 23 years, even though this involved 
an increase of nearly 50 per cent. The 
full quota for the 5-year Program of 
Progress calling for $1,098,546 was ac- 
cepted. These steps should be hearten- 
ing examples for other synods. 


Again, the synod by unanimous vote 
authorized the trustees of Massanetta 
Springs to explore the idea of enlist- 
ing Presbyterian, USA, support and con- 
trol of that conference center—a step 
which holds vast possibilities for good. 

Then, the synod set up an over-all 
advisory council to correlate its differ- 
ent activities and to formulate a general 
strategy. 

Untold benefits can be broughi to the 
synod through the new plan adopted 
whereby various committees of 25 or 
more people from over the synod, repre- 
senting many areas of interest and 
achievement, will engage in sustained 
studies and will present their findings to 
the synod after one year or two years 
of research and conference. As this ef- 
fort enlists the service of more laymen 
and women who have training and ex- 
periences which will be valuable (which 
service is now largely lost to the church 
in most areas) such an experiment will 
abundantly justify itself. 

In taking these steps the synod may 
discover a pattern which other synods 
will be adopting. 
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Mr. Glasgow and The Beacon 


It had not been our intention to bring 
into these columns the troubles inci- 
dent to Mr. Tom Glasgow’s displeasure 
at our editorial mention, following the 
last General Assembly, of his telegram 
sent to The Christian Beacon reporting 
the “glorious victory’ on the Federal 
Council issue and indicating our inter- 
est in any knowledge of The Beacon’s 
sources of its information for attacks 
which it constantly makes upon the 
peace and unity of our church. Now 
Mr. Glasgow has prevailed upon The 
Beacon to tell his story (it would seem 
to have been obligated so to do). There- 
fore, we must now tell more than he 
has told. 

Mr. Glasgow’s initial request to ws 
consisted of two long letters which, 
upon his instructions, were to be pub- 
lished in full or not at all. He might 
well have known that such a request 
would not—could not—be granted by 
any paper. Even The Beacon printed 
only half of his correspondence which 
he demanded that we publish. How- 
ever, a concession was made and Mr. 
Glasgow was promised that we would 
consider for possible publication 600 
words or twice the usual limit, though 
it was suggested that if he really 
wanted to state his position, one para- 
graph in his letter gave his position 
quite clearly. We suggested that these 
words were entirely adequate: 


“Concerning the inference of your 
last paragraph—that I serve as a liai- 
son and ally of any agency dedicated to 
attacks on our Southern Presbyterian 
Chureh and its activities. Mr. Editor, 
you declare that which is untrue. I 
very earnestly hope that you did not 
know your accusation was untrue. I 
have given quite a bit of time and funds 
to preserve and perpetuate a church 
that I very dearly love. This you know. 
This would scarcely be consistent with 
your inescapable inference that I se- 
cretly would endeavor to sabotage that 
church! I have had earnest debates in 
matters of church and state. It has 
not, however, been my lot to experi- 
ence such accusations as you have seen 
fit to make and infer in this editorial! 
Your editorial goes to persons whom I 
do not know and who do not know me. 
Otherwise, I would not even bother to 
repudiate so outrageous a declaration 
or inference as you have made. = 


This and much more we gladly of- 
fered to print for Mr. Glasgow, but it 
would seem that his desire was not 
simply to attempt to erase an impres- 
sion which he felt had been created, for 
he replied in another letter (again to 
be printed in full or not at all) which 
had little to do with the original ex- 
pressed desire. 

After all, it is a little puzzling that 
Mr. Glasgow should become so incensed 
about our comment on his report to 
The Beacon. He did send the telegram 
as he admitted. He did give the news 
of the “glorious victory.”” He did 
promise to send via air mail more in- 
formation to The Beacon (for what pur- 
pose he does not indicate, but knowing 
The Beacon we know what to expect). 





SE 
Thi 


Gla 
nev 


tha 


and 
on 

(bl: 
dirt 
the 
use 
feli 
one 
tur 
On 
ow! 
ord 
wal 
to | 
son 
mil 
Sia 
har 
Sia 
lik 
doc 
fan 
ane 
ing 
wil 
rer 
cat 
do; 
poi 
cat 
the 


tic 
cle 


7 


ring 
inci- 
sure 
the 
Tram 
‘ting 
leral 
iter- 
‘on’s 
acks 
the 
Now 
The 
eem 
ere- 
i he 


» Us 
lich, 
ub- 
ight 
uest 
| by 
nted 
hich 
[ow- 


ould 

600 
ugh 
ally 
ara- 
tion 
nese 


four 
liai- 
d to 
rian 
itor, 


not 


nds 
irch 
OW. 
vith 
se- 
that 
s in 
has 
eri- 
een 
ial! 
m I 
me. 
r to 
tion 


” 


t it 
not 
res- 
for 
| to 
Lich 


hat 
sed 





SEPTEMBER 15, 1947 


This collaboration Mr. Glasgow admits. 

The central fact is admitted: Mr. 
Glasgow did telegraph The Beacon the 
news of what was felt to be a glorious 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


mutual victory. Considering the un- 
enviable reiationship of that paper to 
identication is not to be sought. 

the life and welfare of our church, such 





But a Siamese Cat Is Still a Cat 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





I tell every one of your number who 
is self-important, that he is not to think 
more of himself than he ought to think. 
Romans 12:3, Moffatt. 


HE SIAMESE CAT, once known 
T only to ailurophiles, is now famil- 

iar to every reader of the comics, 
thanks to Orphan Annie. There is no 
mistaking a Siamese; they all look alike 
and they don’t look like any other cat 
on earth. The black-and-tan uniform 
(black just where the tan might get 
dirty), the blue or copper-green eyes, 
the banshee-wail of a meow, the minute, 
useless, corkscrew tail, the awkward un- 
feline gait—these peculiar features any 
one may observe. Owners of the crea- 
tures add three other traits to the list. 
One is an extraordinary energy; one 
owner from Florida (where nothing is 
ordinary) claims that his cat never 
walks, only jumps. Another is loyalty 
to particular places and persons. Unlike 
some cats, who are interested only in 
milk, no matter who pours it, the 
Siamese takes it only from her owner’s 
hands, Deserted temporarily, the 
Siamese will not roam the back yards 
like ordinary cats but sits on the old 
door step wailing like a lost soul till her 
family come home. In view of all this, 
another peculiar feature is not surpris- 
ing: the Siamese (so its owners declare) 
will not recognize other cats even as 
remotest cousins. For the Siamese, 
cats of other breeds might as well be 
dogs or kangaroos. From her own 
point of view, only a Siamese cat is a 
cat; no other quadruped has a right to 
the name or the society of cats. 

We human beings are like that. We 
recognize our own peculiar breed as 
human, but we have a hard time ac- 
knowledging or even seeing the hu- 
manity of others. Even after 1900 
there have been debates in North Caro- 
lina (among white people, of course) 
on whether the Negro has a soul—i. e., 
whether he is really human. If that 
seems out of date, consider this situa- 
tion. A lady of the “upper middle” 
class is told, in mid-afternoon, that 
“some one” is at the door to see her. 
She takes time to make herself present- 
able; descends the stairs, to find a 
Negro, or a child, or a workingman. 
Ten to one that lady will say. ‘‘Why 
didn’t you’ tell me it was a colored 
woman?” or “Why couldn’t you have 
told me it was only a child?’’ ‘Some 
one’? means a grown-up somebody; no 
child, no Jew, no Chinese, no African, 
nobody with lint in his hair or dust on 
his shoes need apply. Or consider the 
phrase: ‘‘Everybody that is anybody,’ 


or ‘‘Everybody does it, everybody wears 


one, everybody thinks’’—and so on. 
The speaker seldom means literally 
Everybody; he means Everybody Like 


Me, Everybody I Care to Be Associated 
With. 


and human beings, no matter how 

exalted or peculiar, are still peo- 
ple. The handsome color and the cork- 
screw tail of the Siamese do not remove 
her from the great class of cats. You 
too may be very carefully bred, you may 
be indeed quite distinguished and su- 
perior, more fastidious or more ener- 
getic than the run of the populace; or 
there may be about you only something 
a little screwy. But you are still a hu- 
man being. Nothing that can happen 
to you, not even conversion, is going 
to change that fact. 

Nevertheless the temptation is always 
with us; every human caste and class 
is evidence of the stubborness of the 
Siamese-cat delusion, The nobility of 
ancient Babylon or mediaeval France, 
in whose eyes the serf had neither honor 
nor the right to happiness; the Brahmin 
on whose shadow the shadow of the out- 
caste must not fall; the orthodox Cath- 
olic arguing that a heretic has no right 
to the truth; Bolshevist and bourgeois, 
each viewing the other as a brute; Mr. 
Carlyle giving the population of his 
home town as so many _ thousand, 
“mostly fools;’’ the bureaucrat in the 
capital speaking of the people he serves 
as “the field’’; economists referring to 
consumers as ‘‘the market” or indus- 
trialists talking of the ‘labor pool’; 
Calvinists, Anglicans and what not, 
ancient or modern, speaking of ‘‘the”’ 
faith when they mean ‘our’ faith: 
Siamese cats one and all. 


B« A SIAMESE CAT is still a cat; 


HERE ARE EVEN Siamese-cat 
churches. Not to mention obvious 
examples elsewhere, there 

strong tendency here and there in our 
own denomination to overlook the fact 
that we are a denomination and not the 
Only True Faith. A church building 
will be erected within a biscuit’s-toss of 
another, just as if the other church were 
not there at all. A town with less than 
400 inhabitants has been called a ‘‘stra- 
tegic location’? for a church of our de- 
nomination merely because there was 
no other congregation with our label 
there, although four other denomina- 
tions were already struggling in the vil- 
lage. So a Siamese cat, newly arrived 
in a village full of ordinary tabbies, 
might reflect how forsaken and catless 
the poor place looks. Indeed, many of 


is a 


9 


against church union 
spring from a Siamese-cat point of 
view; they boil down to the single 
charge that the church with which 
union has been proposed is not a truly 
Christian church. 

But a Siamese-cat church is still a 
church, It should be Christian before 
it is a denomination. It may have 
peculiarities which render it interesting 
and even distinguished; but it cannot 
be elevated beyond its humble position 
as A church, not The Church. 

_Is there no way to bring humility and 
a broad view to a Siamese cat’s mind? 
Not to a real feline, to be sure; but for 
human beings there should be some 
hope, God does not change cats, but he 
can change people. He can change them 
sometimes simply by letting them see 
themselves as they really are. The very 
features that (perhaps) make the 
Siamese oblivious of other cats are the 
features that are un-catlike, And on a 
fair view of ourselves it might turn out 
that some of the features on which we 
preen ourselves are the very points on 
which we are least Christian. For the 
things that give us the right to the 
name Christian are not our peculiarities 
but those features which we share with 
all Christ’s brothers everywhere. 


the arguments 


VIRGINIA SYNOD 
(Continued from page 3.) 


ward the joint operation of this confer- 
ence center. 


Approve Conference Plan 


Following last year’s lively discus- 
sion on a change of plan of the conduct 
of Massanetta’s conferences for young 
people there was speculation as to what 
this year’s meeting would witness. How- 
ever, there was unanimity in approving 
the religious education committee’s em- 
phasis on pioneer conferences in each 
presbytery where practical, and on pres- 
bytery conferences for senior age young 
people (15-17), with a synod’s fellow- 
ship conference for those 18 years old 
or older, plus high school graduates, 
members of synod and presbytery coun- 
cils and executive officers of local 
groups. ‘ 

It was voted to establish ‘‘an ade- 
quate home for aged men and women” 
either in Danville or some other part of 
the State, possibly on part of the prop- 
erty of the orphans’ home at Lynchburg. 
Present property occupied by the Sunny- 
side Home for the Aged in Danville is 
expected to be sold. 

Zeb V. Roberson, chairman of Chris- 
tian Relations, presented a report call- 
ing attention to inadequate provision in 
Virginia for people in tuberculosis and 
mental hospitals. A new strategy is 
needed in the war on alcoholic bever- 
ages, the committee said, and pointed 
to new groups forming to lead the fight. 

Next year the synod will meet Sep- 
tember 7 in Staunton with Mary Bgld- 
win College and the Staunton churches 
as hosts. 
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Think What This Means 


The vast majority of the ministers and missionaries of our 
Church have a present and future interest in our pension system— 
known as the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. 


The Fund is on a safe and solid basis. But lower rates of in- 
terest on investments, rules for compulsory retirement, and the 
increasing cost of living make the guaranteed annuities insufficient 
at this present time. It requires approximately a dollar today to 
buy what fifty cents would purchase when the M. A. F. was estab- 
lished. 

For this reason the Church calls on its members to increase 
the resources of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. 


You are asked to do your fair share in this effort. 


Will you 
help? 


A check today. A legacy in your will. 


Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Secy. Rev.Wm. H. Hopper, D. D., Treas. 


410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 








SOUTHWESTERN 
At Memphis 


SOUND IN SCHOLARSHIP 
CHRISTIAN IN PURPOSE AND SPIRIT 


WRITE FOR CHAS. E. DIEHL 
CATALOGUE PRESIDENT 














Davidson College 


Sustains Christian Ideals 


in a World of Changing Values 


John R. Cunningham, President 














1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


A Christian Liberal Arts College 
Where Students Today Will Be the 


1947 


Leaders of Tomorrow 
Enroll Now for 1948-1949 
. Edgar G. Gammon, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
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CHURCH NEWS 








Leads Snedecor men 


Men-at-Stillman Elect Hardy As 
President; Louisville Dean Speaks 


Negro men of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church in their recent Men-at- 
Stillman conference (Tuscaloosa, Ala.) 
elected Dean B. 2B. Hardy, of Stillman In- 
stitute, as their president for the year. 
E. C. Goodwin, Charlotte, N. C., was 
named _ secretary-treasurer, and four 
viee-presidents for the respective pres- 
byteries vere chosen: Dr. E. H. Atlen, 
-, S. C.; Felton Handy, ‘Scotland- 
ville, La.; John Corry, Waterford, Miss; 
and J. L. King, Tuscaloosa. 

Chief speaker of the conference was 
Dean Bertram W. Doyle of Louisville 
Municipal College, a part of the Univer- 
sity of Louisville. Dr. Doyle, in speak- 
ing on ‘‘Problems Facing Presbyterian 
Men in Today’s World,” said, “If you 
would bring world peace, you must 
create the moral and spiritual climate 
that makes for better attitudes to peace. 
Indeed, you must realize that any true 
peace begins at home, and within one- 
self.”’ 

This Negro leader went on: 

“T recall to you the sagacity of 
Nehemiah who, when he was called to 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, directed 
that each man would rebuild the wall 
‘over against his own house.’ Nehemiah 
knew that no man would slack his work, 
or neglect to make good mortar, or fail 
to make the wall as strong as he could 
make it, if that man began his work by 
building ‘over against his own house.’ 

“Seek for and treasure loyalty in your 
inner life—perhaps the most difficult 
task for a Negro in today’s “America. 
With poorer schools, lower wages, 
second-class accommodations in public 
conveyances; with lack of opportunities 
for personal and group advancement; 
with exile from places of influence, and 
brow beaten by those in superior politi- 
cal position, and many times by those 
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who deem themselves your social su- 
periors, you may nevertheless find a 
source of energy in an inner treasury 
that will enable you, like Paul, to re- 
main true, loyal, and faithful, even 
when faced with disappointment, dis- 
couragement, and failure. ‘I know,’ said 
paul, ‘I know on whom [ have believed, 
and I am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed to 
him against that day.’ Against what 
day? Against the day, says Paul, when 
{ am troubled on every side, yet not 
distressed; perplexed but not in des- 
pair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast 
down, but not destroyed .. . for though 
the outward man perish yet the inward 
man is renewed from day to day. For 
our outward and light affliction, which 
endureth but for a moment, worketh in 
us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.’ ” 


Benevolences Are Up and Down 


Five months in this church year show 
some Assembly agencies increasing their 
receipts from living donors and some 
falling below last year’s mark. As of 
August 31 the records were as follows: 

Foreign Missions (Nashville), $331,- 
690; increase, $37,074. 

Home Missions (Atlanta), $110,152; 
decrease, $2,521. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $56,588; increase, 
$2,824. 

Assembly’s Training School (Rich- 
mond), $15,445; increase, $961. 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $16,524; decrease, $2,295. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 








CHANGES 

Arch B. Taylor, Jr., from Montreat, 
N. C., to Yale Station, Box 2505-A, New 
Haven, Conn. 

G. H. Enfield from Taneytown, Md., 
to Route 1, Graham, N. C. 

J. Allen Christian, Amelia, Va., has 
announced to his congregation his in- 
tention to retire from the active pas- 
torate October 1. Dr. Christian was 
formerly pastor of the First church, Ba- 
ton Rouge, La. 

L. Clyde Carter, Jr., will be at 19 
Milesfield Conn., during the coming 
year, studying in the Yale graduate 
school. 

Wade P. Huie, Jr., from Atlanta, Ga., 
to Wardie Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

D. A. Bowles from Ft. Smith, Ark., 
to the faculty of Presbyterian Junior 
College, Maxton, N. C. 


WEST POINT PREACHER 

Paul K. Buckles, Newport News, Va., 
pastor, and former Army chaplain, has 
been invited to be the preacher at the 
chapel of the U. S. Military Academy, 
West Point, N. Y., on October 19. 
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An ideal way to perpetuate one's Christian influ- 
ence, or the memory of a loved one, is to estab- 
lish a permanent fund on the books of the Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions. 


Interest from such a fund goes annually to the sup- 
port of Foreign Missions—a perennial contribution 
in your name or in that of your loved one. 


Permanent funds may be started with a small 
amount and additional deposits made from time 
to time as convenient. 


Your Foreign Mission Committee, its officers and 
employees, pledge themselves to strive earnestly 
to meet the responsibility placed in their hands in 
making your gift accomplish the utmost for His 
Kingdom around the world. 


For particulars regarding such gifts and how they 
are made and used, write 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer, 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville |, Tenn. 











CHOIR GOWNS - VESTMENTS 
PULPIT ROBES - HANGINGS 


Communion Sets: Altar Ap- 
pointments + Altar Brass Goods 


> 
ational CHURCH GOODS 
: SUPPLY COMPANY 


821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA 


$5,000.00 


FOR BEST SERMONS 


A nationwide preaching program and 
sermon contest is scheduled by Spirit- 
ual Mobilization, Inc., to be held on 
Columbus Day, October 12. It is 
planned that 25,000 pastors will preach 
that Sunday morning on “Perils to 
Freedom” and manuscripts submitted 
prior to that date may qualify for prizes 
totaling $5,000. 

The judges committee is composed of 
Dr. Edgar J. Goodspeed, Dr. Robert 
Sproul, and Dr. Alfred Noyes. These 
men will determine the winning ser- 
mons. 

Spiritual Mobilization is a Crusade be- 
ing expanded by 11,000 ministers of 
churches who believe Freedom is in 
peril in America and in the world, and 
who feel it the bounden duty of fol- 
lowers of Jesus to champion it against 
communism, fascism, or any stateism. 

All ministers in every denomination are 
invited to participate in the program 
of Spiritual Mobilization. Address your 
sermon manuscripts or your inquiries 
to Spiritual Mobilization, Inc., 411 West 
Fifth Street, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Appeals for Full Five-Year RE Quota Now 





years to receive it all. 


No Use to Wait 


To the Editors: 


It is significant that the Assembly-ap- 
proved Presbyterian Program of Progress 
should be launched with the Rally Day 
program and offering throughout’ the 
church. Providentially enough, the Com- 
mittee of Religious Education and Pub- 


lication becomes the first beneficiary in- 
asmuch as the $500,000 allotted to it over 


five years begins to be given on Rally 
Day. Half a million for the important 
work and growing need of that commit- 
tee is little enough; and it is even more 
serious that they shall have to wait five 
Would it not be 


ONLY BY A WILL 





can you designate who shall 
inherit your estate and only by 
a will can you provide for the 
administration. 


Make your will now. And re- 
member that you can assure the 
protection of the estate that 
must protect your family by 
naming as your executor and 
trustee, the } 


Virginia Trust Company 
THE SAFE EXECUTOR 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


j 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation | 











GRANT DRUG CO., Inc. 


| Let us fill your 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


Richmond—Phone 8-1808 


610 E. Broad Street 


Open All Night 








North Carolina. 


PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. Also special 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercial subjects. 


Applications for 1947-1948 session should be made now. 
For catalogue, write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, 








Flight: 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses leading to A. A. or A. S. Degree 
Preparatory: 10th, llth, 12th grades. 
Veterans Refresher. 
Two years Business Administration. 
Private Pilot, Commercial. Instructor Rating. 
Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Apartments available for married students. 
Registration fee $5.00 


Box B-4, Maxton, N. O. 





to the everlasting credit of our church 
and a strategic move on our part, to make 
our Rally Day gifts sufficient to provide 
the entire half million for them at once! 
If we lose the coming generation to the 
church, the church is doomed; and the 
Committee of Religious Education is com- 
mitted to the task of keeping that gen- 
eration in the Sunday school and church, 
Let’s give them what they need, and de- 
serve—NOW. 
SAMUEL L. JOEKEL. 

Austin Presbyterian Seminary, 

Austin, Texas. 


Kagawa, Not Chiang 
To the Editors: 


I should like to make a correction in 
the report of my address at the Foreign 
Mission Conference in Montreat, in your 
issue of September 1. I referred to the 
large number of national leaders which 
the Methodist Church has trained in China 
and to their present plan for bringing 
50 to 100 national Christian leaders to 
this country for further study each year. 
But I did not mention yeneralissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek in this connection. He 
was not trained in the Methodist Mission 
in China but in Chinese private and gov- 
ernment schools and in a military acad- 
emy in Japan. He was received into the 
Methodist Church by baptism at the age 
of 43. His father-in-law, Mr. Charles 
Soong, received training in Methodist in- 
stitutions in the United States. 

The only example I gave in this con- 
nection was that of Toyohiko Kagawa 
of Japan who received part of his edu- 
tation under Southern Presbyterian mis- 
sion auspices. I believe that we should 
have a larger share in the training and 
inspiration of men and women who will 
contribute leadership to their national 
churches and the ecumenical movement 
and also to civic life in their own coun- 
tries. 

FRANK W. PRICE. 
Richmond, Va. 





INVEST IN YOUNG LIFE 
For particulars, write 


Dr. W. B. Guerrant, Pres. 


Austin College 


Sherman, Texas 


Founded 1849 








The Austin College Association Hall 
is the oldest student YMCA building 
west of the Mississippi River 
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Guidance From Great Proverbs 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


FOR SEPTEMBER 21 


Proverbs 4:23; 6:16-19; 9:10; 14:34; 15:1; 16:18; 21:3; 22:1; 27:1 


28:1; 29:18. James 4:17. 


Our lessons for the last two months 
have been taken from the Book of Prov- 
erbs. Our final lesson in the series 
brings together a group of the most 
familiar of these proverbs, some of 
which have entered into the very texture 
of our language, These proverbs are 
not grouped around any central theme, 
but it may help us to approach them 
under the following categories: 


I. Faults to Avoid. 


“Six things the Lord hates, 

Seven are an abomination to him: 

Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, 

And hands that shed innocent blood; 

A mind that ‘plots mischievous schemes, 

Feet that are quick to run after evil; 

A false witness who utters lies, 

And he who sows. discord 
brothers.’’—Prov. 6:16-19. 

(American Translation.) 


among 


This list is not intended to be com- 
plete, for God hates all sins, and there 
are many other than those which are 
enumerated here. But among the sins 
which God hates these seven must cer- 
tainly be included. The ‘‘six, yea seven”’ 
is a literary device adopted by the writer 
because of the exigencies of Hebrew 
poetry which require clauses which in 
some sense balance one another, and 
perhaps because it adds emphasis. All 
of these seven sins are sins which in 
some sense affect our neighbors rather 
than God. As we begin to consider the 
list we might recall Matthew Henry’s 
warning, ‘‘These things which God 
hates, it is no thanks to us to hate in 
others, but we must hate them in our- 
selves.’”’ 

The first of the seven abominable 
things mentioned by the writer is ‘‘a 
proud look” (King James Version) or 
“haughty eyes’ (American Standard 
Version). The expression describes the 
lofty, supercilious, or arrogant attitude 
of a person who despises, or disdains, 
or looks down upon people who have 
less education, culture, or wealth than 
their own, or upon people whose posi- 
tion in life is thought to be inferior to 
their own, or upon people who belong 
to another class, or color, or race. And 
when we thus analyze the concept we 
recognize that there are few of us who 
have not been guilty of this evil in 
greater or less degree. Unfortunately 
it is a fault which we detect very quickly 
in others, but which we do not easily 
discern in ourselves, It may be that the 
writer puts this vice first in his list of 
seven, because it lies at the bottom of 


so much else, When one begins to look 
down upon his fellowmen, other evils 
are bound to follow. Conversely we 
cannot hope to solve our industrial, 
racial or international problems until 
we gain a proper appreciation of human 
personality, 

The second abomination is a lying 
tongue and the sixth is similar to it— 
a false witness who utters lies. There 
are sO many ways in which men can 
spread untruths in our day—in personal 
conversation, in testimony before a 
court or an investigating committee, in 
public addresses, in various forms of 
literature, in general advertising, in 
paid propaganda. It is one of the seri- 
ous defects of our civilization that there 
is so much untruth, so much conscious 
misrepresentation, that we have lost 
confidence even in men’s plighted word, 
that we do not even expect public men 
to be altogether truthful. Or is this 
statement too extreme? 

In the third place, God hates hands 
that shed innocent blood. Of course, 
so do we all. But how far are we re- 
sponsible? G. M. Gilbert in his ‘‘Nurem- 
berg Diary” points out the various ways 
in which high placed Nazis sought to 
excuse themselves for the Jewish atroci- 
ties ordered by Adolf Hitler. One of 
the most common excuses was, ‘‘We did 
not know.’”’ Leo Frank, one of the few 
Nazis who indicated that he was really 
repentant, replied: ‘‘Don’t let anybody 
tell you that they had no idea. Every- 
body sensed that there was something 
horribly wrong with this system, even 
if we didn’t know all the details. They 
didn’t want to know. It was too com- 
fortable to live on the system, to sup- 
port our families in royal style, and to 
believe that it was all right.”” Are we 
guilty of shedding innocent blood when 
we shut our eyes to a system which 
takes its toll of human blood in order 
that we may continue to live in com- 
fort? Are reputable citizens who refuse 
to indict men who confess that they par- 
ticipated in a lynching bee guilty them- 
selves of murder? What about men 
who are unconcerned with the millions 
who face starvation in Europe this com- 
ing winter? 

Goodspeed translates the fourth 
abomination correctly—‘‘a mind that 
plots mischievous schemes’’—for in the 
Hebrew psychology the heart was the 
seat of the intellect as well as that of 
the emotions, Starke comments, “The 
heart (or mind) underlies the seven 
vices which are an abomination to God, 
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and in ihe midst, because it is the foun- 
tain from which evil flows in all direc- 
tions.”’ 

“Feet that are quick to run after 
evil” carry out “with alacrity and with- 
out delay what has already been devised 
in the heart. It implies more than fall- 
ing or sliding into sin, which is com- 
mon to all.”’ 

Last, but certainly not least, among 
those who are hateful to God are those 
who sow discord among brethren—in 
the family, in the neighborhood, in the 
church, including those who sow discord 
among races, classes, and nations. Mat- 
thew Henry points out that we sow dis- 
cord among brethren by tale-bearing 
and slandering, by carrying ill-natured 
stories, aggraviating everything that is 
said and done, and suggesting jealousies 
and evil surmises. How else? Who are 
those sowing discord today in the 
church? Who are those sowing discord 
among the races; among the nations? 

Another fault to avoid, though not 
in the same category, as those we have 
just discussed is the one described in 
27:1: ‘‘Boast not thyself of tomorrow; 
for thou knowest not what a day may 
bring forth.”” The same warning is ex- 
pressed in many a folk-saying, as for 
example, ‘‘Don’t count your chickens be- 
fore they are hatched,” or in the words 
of Longfellow: 


“Let not him boast who puts his armor 
on 


As he who puts it off, the battle done.” 


We must plan for tomorrow, of course; 
it helps to have confidence in ourselves, 
if we do not have too much confidence; 
but to boast of what we are going to do 
before we do it is folly, against which 
the Proverb warns us. 


II. Virtues to Be Oultivated. 


1. The habit of giving a soft answer, 
15:1. How are we to reply to angry 
words, is a problem which all of us are 
frequently called upon to face, This 


‘ proverb advises us to return a soft (i. e., 


gentle) answer rather than a bitter one. 
As the ‘Pulpit Commentary” points 
out, “‘A soft answer need not be a weak 
one; nor should it imply any compro- 
mise of truth, nor any yielding of right- 
eousness. It may be firm in substance, 
though soft in language and _ spirit. 
Very often the most effective reply is 
given in the mildest tone. It is impos- 
sible to resent it, yet it is equally im- 
possible to answer it.” This proverb 
recommends the gentle answer because 
of its practical effectiveness, it allays 
anger, makes one’s opponent more 
amenable to reason, than a passionate 
and bitter retort. Yet there is a higher 
motive. It is the Christian way, Christ’s 
own way, the way of love, as well as 
the way of wisdom. 


2. The practice of righteousness and 
justice, 21:3. There seems to be an in- 
veterate tendency in every age, a temp- 
tation to every religious individual, to 
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substitute the observance of some re- 
ligious form for right relations to God 
(righteousness) and to one’s fellowman 
(justice), Many of the greatest sayings 
of the Bible, both in the Old Testament 
and in the New, warn us against this 
danger (e, g., I Sam. 15:22; Micah 6:6- 
8; Hosea 6:6; Mt. 12:7; 23:23-25). We 
must have religious forms (in the Old 
Testament they were built very largely 
around the sacrificial cultus; in our day 
around church-going, the observance of 
the Sabbath, etc.), but to do (not simply 
to know, or to love) righteousness and 
justice is more acceptable to God. 

8. The choice of a good name rather 
than riches, 22:1. This Proverb does 
not deny that silver and gold are good; 
it does not state that one cannot have 
both riches and “loving favor,’ i. e., 
the love of one’s fellowmen,. But it does 
indicate that there are times when one 
must choose, and that when such a 
choice is presented the truly religious 
man will choose the good name, and the 
esteem of those who are benefitted by 
his decision. The second clause explains 
the first. The good name is the good 
reputation, the loving esteem of others, 
which comes from “looking not only 
upon our owh things but also upon the 
things of others” (Phil. 2:4). 

Why should we choose a good name 
rather than riches? For these among 
other reasons: (1) Generally speaking 
a good name pays in material dividends. 
There are exceptions to be sure, but 
they are exceptions. 2) A good name, 
a deserved reputation, the esteem of our 
fellowmen, even if they do not bring 
material rewards, bring greater and 
more enduring happiness than wealth 
secured at their expense. (3) A good 
name will stand us in good stead when 
we stand before the judgment bar of 
our Lord; wealth dishonestly gained, 
selfishly expended will condemn us. And 
this leads us to consider 


Ill. The Results of Our Choice. 


1. Prov. 28:1: ‘‘The wicked flee when 
no man pursueth; but the righteous are 
as bold as a lion.” 

There are times when wicked men are 
pursued by their fellowmen; their illicit 
gains bring them no peace because they 
are liable to detection and capture at 
any moment. Even when they are not 
fugitives from justice they cannot rest 
easily because exposure may come at 
any time. But the Proverb refers to 
something more than this, John Chry- 
sostom, the greatest preacher of the 
early church, put it in a word: ‘‘How 
doth the wicked flee when no man 
pursueth? He hath that within which 
drives him on, an accuser in his own 
conscience, and this he carries about 
everywhere; and just as it would be im- 
possible to flee from himself, so neither 
can he escape the persecutor within, 
but wherever he goeth he is scourged 
and hath an incurable wound.” But the 
righteous are bold as a lion. They are 
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undismayed in the presence of danger, 
because their conscience is at rest, they 
know that God is on their side, and 
whatever happens they are safe in the 
everlasting arms, (Pulpit Commentary.) 

2. Prov. 16:18: ‘‘Pride goeth before 
destruction, and a haughty spirit before 
a fall.” 

There is of course a legitimate pride 
in one’s self, in one’s family, in one’s 
nation, which all of us should cultivate, 
but the pride of which the Bible speaks 
is that pride which leads us to think 
more highly of ourselves than we ought 
to think; and to scorn, to despise some 
of our fellowmen, because we have de- 
veloped a false scale of.values. It may 
be pride in our appearance or in our 
achievements, in our family or in our 
wealth. 


“Why is it that pride and haughtiness 
lead to a fall? Because a proud man, 
a haughty man, will not take the advice 
of anyone else who, seeing him in dan- 
ger, attempts to keep him from disaster. 
He is so proud of what he himself can 
do or has done, of his own ability, of his 
wisdom, that he thinks he does not have 
to be careful or watchful or circum- 
spect. Ethical and social laws are so 
constructed that a man who thinks him- 
self utterly sufficient for all things, and 
lives wholly independent of the instruc- 
tions of others, of the teachings of con- 
science, the wisdom of his teachers, 
those who are older, will certainly come 
to disaster, just as much as a man who 
squanders his money, contrary to all the 
laws of economics, or who squanders 
his health contrary to all laws of physi- 
ology will become bankrupt or ill.” 
(Peloubet’s Select Notes. ) 


3. Prov. 14:34: ‘Righteousness ex- 
alteth a nation; but sin is a reproach to 
any people.’ 

We can see how this law has operated 
in the past. We can see it operative 
today. Can we doubt that the same law 
applies to our own nation, to our own 
civilization? The short-sighted selfish- 
ness of men in.places of privilege and 
of power will bring its inevitable retri- 
bution in China, in Greece, in Russia 
and in the United States. One of the 
most influential thinkers of our present 
time is Arthur J. Toynbee, whose monu- 
mental studies in the rise and fall of 
civilizations have given him the right 
to speak with authority. ‘It may be,” 
he says, ‘‘that in every age of every so- 
ciety some moral issue is always the 
challenge that is fateful for the society’s 
future; but however that may be, there 
is no doubt that it is a moral challenge 
rather than a physical challenge that 
confronts our own _ society today.” 
Whether we shall meet that challenge 
remains to be seen. And this leads us 
to consider 


IV. The Ultimate Secret. 


1. Prov. 9:10: ‘‘The fear of Jehovah 
is the beginning of wisdom: and the 
knowledge of the Holy One is under- 
standing.”’ 

The fear of Jehovah means reverence 
for Jehovah. Reverence for Jehovah is 
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more important than reverence for any 
secular institution; and the knowledge 
of his will is more important for our 
personal happiness, for the stability of 
our society, and for the safety of our 
nation, than a knowledge of science, 
history or philosophy. Many wise peo- 
ple today believe that the secular char- 
acter of modern education is destroying 
the basis of our democratic institutions. 
Certainly this is something about which 
we as Christian people must be con- 
cerned, 

2. Prov. 4:23: Keep thy heart with 
all diligence; for out of it are the issues 
of life. 


Literally, the verse reads, ‘‘Above all 
keeping keep thy heart.” We must 
keep our eyes (Job 31:1), keep our 
tongues (Ps. 34:13) keep our feet 
(Eccles. 5:1), but above all else we 
must keep our heart (remember, that 
for the Hebrews, the heart was the cen- 
ter of the personality, including intel- 
lect, feelings, conscience and will). 


“The solemn thought that everyone 
of us has a definite moral character, and 
that our deeds are not an accidental set 
of outward actions but flow from an 
inner fountain, needs to be driven home 
to our consciences, for most of the ac- 
tions of most men are done so mechanic- 
ally, and reflected on so little by the 
doers, that the conviction of their hav- 
ing any moral character at all, or of our 
incurring any responsibflity for them. 
is almost extinct in us, unless when 
something startles conscience into pro- 
test. It is this shrouded inner self to 
which supreme care needs to be directed, 
All noble ethical teaching concurs in 
this—that a man who seeks to be right, 
must keep in the sense both of watching 
and of guarding, his inner self.’’—Alex- 
ander Maclaren. 





3. 29:18: “Where there is no vision 
the people cast off restraint.’”’ Of course. 
In the August issue of The Atlantic 
Monthly, David L. Cohn discusses our 
growing divorce problem. If we would 
discover the reason for the rising tide of 
divorce, says Mr. Cohn, we must search 
our own souls, and find the answers in 
“our attitudes and aspirations, in our 
character, in the manner in which we 
think and act... . Divorce lightly asked 
and lightly granted is individualism 
gone mad, It is an orgy of the ego. An 
anarchy within the law . it is the 
cause of my welfare—and the rest be 
damned.” The Richmond Times-Dis- 
patch comments: 


“We believe Mr. Cohn has come close 
to the right answer to a lot of questions 
which we, a wealthy but morrally be- 
wildered people, are asking ourselves. 
That last sentence explains not only 
anarchy in marriage, but in industrial 
relations, in political disinterestedness, 
in religious frustration. We are suffer- 
ing, it seems, from an obsession for an 
economic, marital and spiritual Utopia 
which, we have been propagandized to 
believe can be attained without effort. 
We want the blessings without the 
price. We want something for nothing. 
We want marital happiness without 
making the sacrifices which we must 
make in order to attain mutual respect, 
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lasting affection, and the security of a 
home.” 

If we are to have a happy home we 
must have a vision of what a true home 
is. And if our sick society is to recover 
its health and vitality it must have a 
vision of what life under God requires— 
a vision that only the Church of Jesus 
Christ can supply. 

4. James 4:17: “To him therefore 
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin.’”” There can be no 
doubt that all of us need to become 
more ethically sensitive to the problems 
of the day; no doubt either that none 
of us lives up to the highest good chat 
he knows. Perhaps our greatest need, 
the greatest contribution we can make 
to the life of our times is to begin now 
to do the good as it has become known 
to us, realizing that for every step we 
take we shall see more clearly the way 
that God would have us to go. 


BOOK NOTES 


THE YEARS AFTER FIFTY. By 
Wingate Johnson. Foreword by Dr. 
Mossis Fishbein. Whittlesy House, New 
York. 153 p., $2.00. 

The author writes out of an experi- 
ence of more than thirty years as a fam- 
ily doctor. He is now Chief of the 
Private Diagnostic Clinic of the Bow- 
man Gray School of Medicine in North 
Carolina. He is a wise man. His fre- 
quent references to the classics and the 
Scriptures indicate the breadth of his 
scholarship and philosophy. He says 
in his preface, ‘‘Having passed the half- 
century mark myself, I have been try- 
ing to work out my own salvation in 
summing up for others a useful and 
practical philosophy of living.’’ 

This book could be read with consid- 
erable profit by all persons, men and 
women, who desire to deal intelligently 
with a span of years in which there are 
problems, and many possible mistakes. 
Such a person will understand better 
his or her own bodily functions, will be 
guarded against needless alarm, and 
helped in living ‘‘more calmly, happily, 
fruitfully, and philosophically during 
the rest of their lives.” 

After reading Dr. Johnson’s book 
twice I commend it as an important 
treatise set forth in simple language 
which any person preparing for ‘the 
years after fifty’’ will find extraordi- 
narily interesting and valuable. 

JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM. 
Davidson, N. C. 





LIFE’S HIGH HURDLES. By Sidney 
W. Powell. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 


STAMMER? 


This new 128-page book, “Stammering, 
Its Cause and Correction,” describes the 
Bogue Unit Method for scientific 
correction of stammering and 
stuttering — successful for 45 
years, ree —no obligation. FREE 


Benjamin N. Bogue, Dept. 53812 Circle 800K ; 
Tower, Indianapolis 4, Ind. 
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New York and Nashville. 
$1.75. 

If courage to face real handicaps can 
be shared or given by a book, this is one 
of the books. Intended for people who 
face life’s High hurdles, this book is not 
designed as a syrupy recipe for the cure 
of hang-nails. 

The frustrations of disabled men and 
women, now greatly enlarged by the 
war’s additions to their numbers, is the 
target of these fifteen chapters. The 
author who is minister to a large down- 
town church in St. Paul, has delved and 
dug into the lives of the great and the 
small. He has interviewed men and 
women in hospitals, at home and at 
work, who have faced their own High 
hurdles, and are winning a victory. 

What the book has to say is said in 
story and anecdote. There is just 
enough abstraction to bind the narra- 
tives together. It will not necessarily 
have the perfect illustration for a quiet 
Sunday evening sermon on one of the 
main heads of theology. But its ma- 
terial and the spirit which informs it is 
really stimulating. The blurb on the 
jacket for once did not greatly over- 
state its case: “This book is an ener- 
gizing experience for anyone who is 
physically disadvantaged.” Its price 
also commends it as a good gift. 

CHARLES M. PRATT. 

Columbia, Mo. 


192 pages. 





- 

Parables Jesus Told. 
Dorothy Fay Foster. 
lishing Co., Cincinnati. 45c each; 
$4.50 dozen. In the ‘‘Bible Visualized” 
series, comic book type, 16 of Jesus 
more familiar parables are sketched in 
full color. 


Edited by 
Standard Pub- 





RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE 


SCHOOL 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 


Fully accredited senior high school. 
Christian influences. Moderate rates, 
Work opportunities, Scholarship aid. 
Dr. George C. Bellingrath, President 











MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A coeducational institution, distinctive 
in Christian ideals, founded in 1856. Out- 
standing departments in music and busi- 
ness. Fully accredited academic work for 
first two years of college. Approved for 
training Veterans under Public Law 16 
and Public Law 346 (G. I. Bill). Reason- 
able costs. For catalogue, address: 

JOHN MONTGOMERY, Pres., 
Statesville, N. C. 





INTERESTING FACTS 


Po le 1 rr No. 8 
Riboflavin is sometimes called the 


vitamin which preserves the charac- 
teristics of youth. Milk is an excel- 
lent source of this vitamin! 


“The Home of Better Milk” 
1810-18 W. Main St. Dial 5-2838 
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MEMORIALS 





MRS. PHILIP F. HOWERTON 


Mrs. Philip F. Howerton died at her 
home in Charlotte, N. C., August 23, after 
an illness of several weeks. Mrs. How- 
erton, before her marriage, was Miss 
Lemma Shepherd, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John C. Shepherd, of Charlotte. 

For twenty years Mrs. Howerton had 
been a devoted and influential member of 
the First Presbyterian Church, For fif- 
teen years she had been a brilliant and 
consecrated Bible teacher in the Senior 
and Adult departments of the Sunday 
school. Her younger women’s class, which 
she organized eight years ago and taught 
until her death has grown to be one of 
the largest and most effective classes in 
the life of the church. 

Mrs. Howerton accepted her last ill- 
ness as a further opportunity to witness 
for her Lord, whom she had loved and 
served so well, and her testimony during 
these last weeks has brought a blessing 
to all who knew her. She perfectly dem- 
onstrated that, “Thou shalt keep him in 
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
Thee.” 





BANK BY MAIL 


At First and Merchants, you have the 
benefit of banking-by-mail. It makes 
a teller of your own mail-box. Simply 
fill in deposit slips, and mail your de- 
posit to the bank. Your receipt is re- 
turned by mail.. Ask for envelopes as 
a matter of convenience. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


JOHN H. MILLER, JR., 
Chairman of the Board 
H. HITER HARRIS, 
President 
Capital and Surplus Six Million Dollars 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Your Book Stores 


The BPresbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membérship of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 


BOOK STORE. 





Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 
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$500,000 WITHIN FIVE YEARS 
I$ URGENTLY NEEDED 


This investment will enlarge and expand the Business and 
Religious Education facilities of our Presbyterian Church 
to meet the growing demands of your congregation. 


* You can help build a better 


tomorrow if you will... 


MAKE THE 


1947 RALLY DAY. 
OFFERING the largest 


your church has ever contributed 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND PUBLICATION, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM of PROGRESS 




















